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The South San English department would like to welcome you to the DC/AP English program. We 

look forward to working together to enhance your knowledge of literature, rhetoric, and all aspects 

of the written word. If you have any questions regarding the programs or the summer reading 

component, please do not hesitate to contact the instructors at the email addresses provided. 

 

This course reflects a university freshman class, and is dedicated to the study of language and rhetoric. 

It will focus on developing and strengthening your critical and analytical reading, writing, and 

thinking skills. The focus of this course is nonfiction; however, we will read some fiction as part of 

the American literature canon that prepares students for AP Literature and Composition/DC English 

IV. Additionally, students read and analyze the rhetorical elements and their effects in non-fiction 

texts, including graphic images as forms of text, from many disciplines and historical periods. Your 

dedication to your studies this summer will help you be successful throughout your year in DC/AP.  

 

Assignment 
Your summer reading book has been selected to help begin your study and analysis of language, 

rhetoric and style. This summer you will read and analyze the following book: 

 The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain (fiction) 

You will complete a two-part dialectical journal for this book to aid in your understanding. Your 

assigned reading is due the first day of class.   

 

*CAVEAT: Many students feel the temptation to turn to Cliff’s Notes, Wikipedia or 

Sparknotes.com, etc. or even movie versions of their books when faced with the prospect of 

summer reading. If you feel tempted to use a “study aide” or to take shortcuts like watching a video 

instead of reading, ask yourself why. If you are not a strong reader, writer or thinker, or if you do 

not like reading and writing, perhaps AP/DC is not for you. If you decide to accept the challenges of 

college level work, then you accept the challenge of reading this summer. You will receive a zero 

on all related assignments if you use any source other than the book itself.   

 

 

DO NOT PROCRASTINATE! This assignment requires effort and is due at the beginning of 

class on the first day of class. Please take your reading and analysis seriously as we will use the 

novel as a springboard for class discussion. Expect a written component and a variety of assignments 

to be completed in the first few weeks of school, including tests, timed writings, and quizzes. Please 

come prepared. 



Why do we have summer reading? 

1. Research tells us that kids who read and exhibit their understanding of that reading not only 

do better in school but also are more literate people for life. 

2. Reading should be a habit; summer reading cultivates that habit. 

3. AP/DC English are intensive, high-level course; summer reading helps prepare you for the 

expectations of the class. 

 

What is a Dialectical Journal? 

Simply put, a dialectical journal is a double entry journal or a reader-response journal. The purpose 

of such a journal is to identify significant pieces of text and explain their significance. It should be 

used to think about, digest, summarize, question, clarify, critique, and remember what is read. It is a 

way to take notes on what is read using the actual text. Write down your thoughts on key points, jot 

down insights and ideas, ask questions, and express your reaction to particular phrases that drew your 

attention. You are essentially holding a “conversation” with the text and with yourself.  

 

What Type of Notebook Should I Use? 

Your journal must be either a 6”x9” Steno Notebook, Gregg Ruled or a college ruled spiral notebook.. 

Loose-leaf paper and folders will not be accepted. 
 

PART I:  JOURNAL ENTRIES 
 

How do I write a dialectical journal? 

The types of entries may include genuine questions regarding, or reactions to, plot, characterization, 

relationships, or setting. You may also include personal reflections on the text or connections that you 

have been able to make between what is happening in the work and your own experiences. 

Furthermore, you may want to comment on the literary qualities of the work, including those of 

descriptive language, metaphors, diction, plot development, characterization or predictability. 

Finally, you may wish to interpret what the author is trying to say in a particular passage.  

 

PROCEDURE 

1. Draw a vertical line in the middle of each page in your notebook.  
 

2. At the top of the left column, write the heading “Quote & Context.” 

At the top of the right column, write the heading “Questions, comments and insights.”  
 

3. After you read every two chapters complete one journal entry in which you write down an 

interesting quote, summarize an important passage, or jot down a key idea in the left column 

(include page numbers). *You should have a total of 22 entries.  
 

4. In the right column, write down YOUR ideas, insights, questions, reflections, or comments 

on the text. Be sure to be as specific as possible in your observations in the right column. 

Consider discussing any of the following when analyzing a passage: 
 

 Make a judgment about a character’s actions in relation to his or her era in American history 

 Comment on the author’s attitude (tone) toward aspects of American history or society 

 Apply the situation in the novel to what you know about the time period in which the story takes place 

 Analyze why the author used the language he chose in the novel 

 Explain the author’s tone toward various themes or characters in the book 

 Note for yourself any conflicts that occur with the protagonist. Note your ideas about these conflicts in the text 

(who/what is involved, attempts to resolve conflicts, etc.). 

 Note for yourself any words and phrases that help describe the personality of characters. 



 Note your ideas about the characters right in the text (personality, motivation, fears, dreams, etc.). 

 Note for yourself any symbolism and note your ideas as to what abstract ideas or concepts these tangible objects 

may represent. Anticipate, take chances, be bold. 

 Express agreement or disagreement. 

 Summarize key events. Make predictions. 

 Connect ideas to each other or to other texts. 

 Reflect if you experience an epiphany (an ah-ha moment). 

 List anything you would like to discuss or do not understand. 

 Comment on the actions or development of a character. Does the character change? Why? How? The result? 
 

The following is an example of a dialectical journal entry: 
 

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn Dialectical Journal 

Quote & Context: Cite a quote of interest 

with the page number. If applicable, who 

said it?  

Questions, comments and insights:  

Chapter 1:  “When you got to the table 

you couldn’t go right to eating, but you 

had to wait for the widow to tuck down 

her head and grumble a little over the 

victuals, though there warn’t really 

anything the matter with them” (2).  

 

Context:  Huck is narrating his 

experiences with the Widow and Miss 

Watson. He is explaining that they have to 

say prayers before they eat and he doesn’t 

understand why. 

What does this quote reveal about Twain’s beliefs 

about humanity? What does it tell us about the 

characters? 

 

Twain is satirizing religion. Through the eyes of 

Huck, Twain is comically questioning the act of 

saying prayers before eating. He wonders why we 

can’t just sit down and eat? He humorously 

ponders why we have to pray for food that 

doesn’t have anything wrong with it. Essentially, 

he criticizes the ceremony associated with 

religion. 

 

PART II:  SHORT ANSWER RESPONSES 

1. After you have completed your dialectical journal entries, label the next section of your 

notebook “Part II:  Short Answer Responses” 

2. Write a one-page response for each of the short answer questions below. Write the question 

at the top of the page.  

a) What is Mark Twain’s message about morality and religion?  How does Twain use 

both the geography and characters in the novel to support that message? 

b) Examine the significance of Jim and Huck’s relationship. Is Jim a father figure to 

Huck?  Consider: Huck’s relationship with Pap, the power structure between Huck 

and Jim, Huck’s treatment of Jim (tricks), the evolution of Huck’s perception of Jim, 

Huck and Jim’s relationship on the shore/on the raft 

c) The Mississippi River is a symbol of freedom as well as for the growing up of Huck.  

How do you see the river symbolizing one of these things?  How does the river 

contrast with the society that surrounds it? 

 

If you have any questions about the assignment or the course please do not hesitate to contact 

the instructors over the summer at the e-mail addresses below or visit the teacher websites. 
 

DUAL CREDIT ENGLISH III   ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH III 

Instructor:  Mrs. Altakali (A200)   Instructor:  Ms. Rodriguez (A210) 

E-mail:  maltakali@southsanisd.net    E-mail:  rerodriguez@southsanisd.net 

mailto:maltakali@southsanisd.net
mailto:rerodriguez@southsanisd.net


Frequently Asked Questions about AP English III & DC English III 

 

1. What is the difference between Advanced Placement and Dual Credit?   

 

-AP credits are only granted by taking the AP exam at the end of your junior year. AP credits are 

accepted by more colleges and universities but are only earned by achieving a high enough score on 

the exam in May. Students who earn higher scores may earn credits beyond the usual equivalents. 

In addition, many colleges and universities use AP scores as a factor in determining admissions.   

-Dual Credits are conferred automatically upon successful completion of each semester. Dual 

Credits are accepted at all public Texas universities and community colleges but are generally not 

accepted at private or out of state schools.  

 

2. How do credits work? In college, credits are earned by the hour. A typical college class is 

worth three credit hours per semester.  

 

-Dual Credit English III is worth ____ hours. You earn your credits by passing each semester with 

a 70 or above. Remember that DC English III is a real college course, and the grades earned will be 

on your college transcript.   

- Advanced Placement English III:  If students earn a score of 3 or better on their exam, the 

credit received is dependent on the university or college. Students should check the credit and 

placement policy at the schools they are considering. Policies vary from one institution to another; 

they may also vary from department to department within an institution. For example, some 

institutions will not grant credit for both AP English Language and Composition and AP English 

Literature and Composition Exam scores. The AP Credit Policy Info tool provides information on 

specific college and university credit policies. Visit www.collegeboard.org for more information.  

 

3. DUAL CREDIT:  What happens if I don’t pass the first semester? I can still pass for 

the year if I make a good enough grade in the second semester, right?  

Yes and no. You can still pass for the year and earn Marshall’s high school credit. However, 

because college credits are awarded by semester, you would not be able to earn your credits and 

would be dropped from the class. Since IIIAPD is a prerequisite for IVAPD2, you would not be 

able to continue on as a senior. And if your college GPA is low enough because you made a D or an 

F in more than one dual credit class, you will be dropped from the dual credit program and will not 

be able to take dual classes as a senior. This is not a Marshall rule. This is a Northwest Vista rule.  

   

4. ADVANCED PLACEMENT:  What if I don’t pass the AP exam? Do I still get my 

English III credit to graduate?   

The AP exam has nothing to do with your high school credits. However, students must earn a 70 

or above to earn South San Antonio High School credit.  

 

5. This sounds scary! How do I know which class is the right class for me?  

This is a big step in your high school and college career. If you are a reader, writer and critical 

thinker, and if you willing to put in the time and effort that a college level class requires, either 

course may be for you. The deciding factor may be whether or not you plan to stay in Texas. Keep 

in mind, Dual Credit courses only apply to schools in Texas, while an exam score of 3 or better on 

an AP exam applies to most universities and colleges in the nation. 
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